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Mystery porn bug confounds Google
by Asher Moses via tpee - SMH Tuesday, Feb 12 2013, 5:03am

international / prose / post
A taste of things to come for Censor, Google

It is no secret that only fifth-rate hackers work for BiG Brother Corporations such as
Google. First rate hackers work for Democracy, Free speech and Liberty. Now,
extrapolate this minor '‘anomaly' which Google dunces are unable to remedy and
consider more sophisticated attacks of this nature that would cripple Google -- a mega-
corporation which falsely imagines, as market leader, it can do as it pleases and simply
buy its way out of trouble as it has recently done with the US anti-trust regulator. Google
also forgets how it got to where it is today! You reading this Schmidt, you reprehensible
deviant? Read on and weep into the future.

Google is trying to figure out the cause of a mysterious search bug that returns pages and pages of
almost exclusively pornographic and adult results when users enter certain equations or search
strings.

A Google search for "-47(1/4)" at the time of writing revealed the result on a calculator, below which
were several pages of porn links with titles such as "four guys and a hooker" and others too lewd to
repeat here.

Other search strings that return mostly adult links include:

"12"-1
"12" -2
"h 3" -h
"14" -4

"apple 1" -apple
The first person to notice the bug appears to be a poster on Quora who wondered what was causing
this "equation porn" when users search for contradictory queries.
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The Quora post was published in January but Google appears to still be working out how to fix the
issue, as the porn results were still present when Fairfax Media tested it on Tuesday morning.

Google search engineer Jeremy Hoffman responded on Friday that Google was working on a "bug
fix".

"As a web search query, [-47(1/4)] is interpreted like [-4 "1 4"], as in 'Find me pages which contain a
1 next to a 4, but which do not contain a 4.'," he said.

"This should return zero results, because it is impossible to satisfy both requirements. However, we
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have uncovered a bug that causes some web pages to 'match' these contradictory queries," he said.
"Since these are the only results that 'match' the query, they are the results that get shown."

Google Australia confirmed the bug but refused to comment further. Some have speculated the
reason those contradictory queries return only adult links is because it was a black hat search
engine optimisation technique used by porn site operators.
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[A humbling experience is when you encounter far superior skill and intellectual ability. This is the
cyber realm, dunces, an open field for elite hackers, where skill and ability rule! It only takes one in
the cyber world to humble many.]

http://www.smh.com.au/technology/technology-news/mystery-porn-bug-stumps-google-20130212-2e9
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