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Plutocrats Are Pursuing Internet Censorship And They’'re Barely Hiding It
by Caitlin Johnstone via james - ICH Friday, Nov 24 2017, 9:48pm

international / prose / post

A few days ago Facebook blocked my account for posting an article about false flag
operations around the world, then two days later unblocked me with an apology after I
made a big stink about it, saying it was an accident. Things went back to normal, then
yesterday something changed and now the only people seeing my posts on that account
are Facebook friends I was interacting with back in 2012 and haven’t spoken with in
years. A number of users have told me that their post visibility has been really weird
there the last few days.
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Facebook has just announced that it is creating a resource which shows users which Russian
propaganda outlets they have liked or followed, in response to consumers’ newly manufactured
demand to be protected from ideas and information that might make them less patriotic. It is unclear
how “Russian propaganda” will be defined and how inaccurate classification will be avoided.

Over the weekend, Google’s Eric Schmidt announced that the search engine giant will be working to
hide articles by RT and Sputnik from users to protect them from “misinformation”. He announced
this as a positive step while also bizarrely claiming that he is “strongly NOT in favour of censorship,"
hmmm!

Okay, Eric.

Due to a shift in Google’s “evaluation methods”, that now incorporate censorship algorithms, traffic
to left-leaning and anti-establishment websites has plummeted, with sites like WikiLeaks, Alternet,
Counterpunch, Global Research, Consortium News, Truthout, and WSWS losing up to 70 percent of
the views they were getting prior to the changes.

Two days ago someone posted a link of a Youtube notification saying his account had received a
strike simply for putting a talk between Sam Harris and Douglas Murray on a playlist they were
listening to, just the latest in an increasingly severe series of bans and infractions being leveled on
accounts whose interests vary from the CNN mainstream.

Twitter for its part recently banned a popular parody account which spoofed the ridiculous
establishment loyalist Peter Daou, removed the verification badges of some alt-right and far-right
figures while banning others altogether, and still refuses to verify Julian Assange’s account despite
being fully aware that it’s his. In December Twitter will begin banning users with ties to violent
groups. We will find out which groups this applies to in practice over time.



https://medium.com/@caityjohnstone/ive-been-banned-from-facebook-for-sharing-an-article-about-false-flags-678c24358fde
https://www.facebook.com/CaitlinAJohnstone/posts/10154417469852824
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-russia-facebook/facebook-to-let-users-see-if-they-liked-russian-accounts-idUSKBN1DM2OZ
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/pa39vv/eric-schmidt-says-google-news-will-delist-rt-sputnik-russia-fake-news
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2017/07/27/goog-j27.html
https://twitter.com/SamHarrisOrg/status/933028518786580480
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwPV1WaXVtk
https://medium.com/@caityjohnstone/twitter-is-using-account-verification-to-stifle-leaks-and-promote-war-propaganda-8135c806197
http://fortune.com/2017/11/18/twitter-bans-ties-to-violence/
http://fortune.com/2017/11/18/twitter-bans-ties-to-violence/

In a recent Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, officials spoke openly on the Senate floor about the
need to “prevent the fomenting of discord” on Facebook, Twitter, Google and Youtube, arguing that
“Civil wars don'’t start with gunshots, they start with words,” yes, like 'weapons of mass destruction'
that do not exist!

This is all happening amid the outrage over FCC Chairman Ajit Pai’s aggressive shove toward
dismantling net neutrality, which threatens to choke off smaller websites or even price a significant
percentage of the population off the internet altogether when they’re unable to afford a more cable
package-like internet service model. The fewer internet users there are, the more people have to
rely on easily-controlled mainstream media outlets.

It’s so obvious what these creeps are pushing for.

On television the political perspectives you see being debated range from MSNBC to Fox News,
which for the most part are only superficially distinguishable. They both rally behind the same wars,
work to normalize the same neoliberal Walmart economy, and sell viewers the illusion that there’s
real political diversity happening within the American one-party Dempublican system. They sustain
the illusion of a free market of ideas the way the crooked jewelers in John Steinbeck’s The Pearl
conspired to create the illusion of marketplace competition. People watch them argue about how
many scoops of ice cream the president got the way WWE spectators watch two actors body-
slamming one another other onto a padded canvass.

This is the artificially narrow spectrum of debate the oligarchs are trying to force upon the internet
today. If you're able to get online at all in the new system they’re pushing toward, they don’t want
you arguing about whether democracy exists at all in America and the two-party system is a sham,
they want you debating the preauthorized MSNBC vs Fox News talking points they fed you the day
before.

They do this because they’'re scared, and they’re scared because they completely lost control of the
narrative last year. WikiLeaks, alternative media and social media mixed together into a recipe that
shoved the entire conversation about America’s rigged political system into the mainstream and
made the term “deep state” a household phrase, and the establishment propagandists are still to this
day falling all over themselves to regain full control of the narrative. The kabuki theater they’ve been
lulling America to sleep with has never had more lights on it, and now they’re all pushing and pulling
in all different awkward and often contradictory ways to shut them off.

But what was seen cannot be unseen. The Russia nonsense they’re laboring to keep everyone
focused on is riddled with more and more gaping plot holes, and the illusion is getting harder and
harder to maintain. Keep shining bright lights on those plot holes, please, and speak your truth more
boldly than ever. They're trying to shut down all the exit doors before we can escape from oligarchic
tyranny, and we are running out of time.

[Big Brother has arrived in no uncertain terms but in the early stages it can be defeated by the
people with considerable ease. However, if we fail to act then eliminating this scourge would
become nigh impossible. It is imperative that every freedom loving person oppose these outrageous
censorship measures and all attempts to establish mind/information control and an authoritarian
police state -- the free flow of information is VITAL to all real DEMOCRACIES.]
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