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Bradley Manning Defense Seeks Dismissal of all Charges
by AFP via jay - Rawstory Tuesday, Nov 27 2012, 10:00pm
international / prose / post

Bradley Manning's defense team filed an appeal Tuesday calling for all charges to be
dropped based on clear evidence of “unlawful pre-trial punishment” while Manning was
held in custody at Quantico Virginia.

Pfc Bradley Manning

By the Pentagon's own admission and record Manning was subjected to mobility restriction, suicide
watch, which amounted to waking the sleeping Manning every fifteen minutes and asking him if he
was alright; stripping him naked during daylight hours to prevent him 'suiciding with his underpants
etc!' Manning was also held in solitary confinement for NINE months which exceeded all guidelines
and pre-trial limitations -- in essence Manning was TORTURED, something the US military now
specializes in.

I would add, after all this inhuman treatment, torture and abuse Bradley Manning did NOT break --
such is the HEROIC caliber of this GIANT of a man -- character like this is rare indeed.

Consider the 'piece of shit' hacker - Adrian Lamo - who informed on him to gain some momentary
media attention, he broke while under the mildest stress in custody in a matter of days; or that
media junkie and narcissist, Julian Assange, who capitalized on Manning's alleged leaks and is now
too frightened to face sexual misconduct charges in Sweden.

Bradley Manning's courage and fortitude is exemplary; he is the moral conscience of our time and
for that he deserves our unwavering support. Revealing Pentagon war crimes is not an offense,
it is a service to humanity! The criminals in control of the USA must be stopped and one of many
ways to achieve this end is to support Bradley Manning and demand that the LAW is served and that
accused war criminals be placed on trial instead of the accuser or alleged whistle-blower.

The absurdity of accused military war criminals sitting in judgment of the accuser is matched only in
the lunatic fiction of Alice in Wonderland -- such is the state of the American nation today!

If a trial must be held then IMPARTIALITY must be guaranteed; to ensure complete impartiality the
trial must be held in an International Jurisdiction, as the case involves war and other crimes against
HUMANITY!
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America, your grotesque corruption and criminality are PLAIN to SEE, as for the vast MAJORITY of
American people, the utmost SHAME on YOU, you cringing COWARDLY dogs. YES, this is how you
appear to an aware WORLD!

Restore American Justice and Democracy -- FREE Bradley Manning and place all KNOWN war
criminals on trial. Cheney, Obama, Bush, Blair, Howard, Rice and the rest, are a good start.
DEMAND IT, it's YOUR nation, people!

There is NO ESCAPING KNOWN HISTORICAL FACT!

UPDATE:
Bradley Manning Takes Stand
by Shashank Bengali

At pretrial proceedings, the military judge accepts terms under which he could plead
guilty to lesser counts of providing classified information. Manning could enter a plea
next month.

FT. MEADE, Md. — Pfc. Bradley Manning swiveled in the witness chair, smiling and
occasionally talking over his lawyer. In his Army dress-blue uniform, he appeared even
younger than his 24 years.

It was difficult to reconcile the bespectacled Manning's relaxed, almost chatty demeanor
with the vast charges against him — perpetrating one of the biggest leaks of classified
material in U.S. history.

Manning is accused of providing the anti-secrecy Internet group WikiLeaks with
hundreds of thousands of U.S. diplomatic cables and classified war logs from
Afghanistan and Iraq while based in Baghdad as a military intelligence analyst in 2009
and 2010. If convicted, he could face life in prison.

The military judge, Col. Denise Lind, accepted terms Thursday under which Manning
could plead guilty to a series of lesser counts of providing classified information to
WikiLeaks, including a battlefield video file, dozens of war logs, and other classified
material.

Manning could enter the plea — which includes a maximum of 16 years in prison — as
soon as next month. It wasn't immediately clear whether prosecutors would continue to
pursue the more serious charges, which experts have said will be harder to prove.

His appearance Thursday at pretrial proceedings at Ft. Meade, outside Washington,
marked the first time he had testified in his defense in more than 900 days in military
custody.

"I remember thinking, 'I'm going to die,'" Manning said of his first days in a tiny cell at a
U.S. military base in Kuwait in the summer of 2010, before his transfer to the United
States. "'I'm stuck here in this cage and I don't know what's going to happen.' I thought I

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-bradley-manning-20121130,0,2868758.story
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was going to die in that cage. And that's how I saw it, as an animal cage."

Defense attorneys are hoping to persuade the judge to dismiss most or all of the charges,
arguing that the conditions Manning endured when he was in solitary confinement for
nine months in the Marine Corps brig at Quantico, Va., constituted illegal punishment.

During that time, Manning was stripped of his clothing, forced to sleep naked for several
nights, and required to stand naked at attention one morning. Military officers have
testified that Manning was deemed at risk of harming himself or others, warranting the
"maximum custody" designation at Quantico, beginning in July 2010.

Military prosecutors are expected to argue that the release of the classified material
directly harmed national security.

Lind said the government would declassify digital material related to the case that was
found at Osama bin Laden's compound in Pakistan, but didn't specify what the material
was.

But those issues took a back seat Thursday to mundane details of Manning's
imprisonment — including his interest in current events, his preference for John Grisham
novels, and his penchant for conducting imaginary sword fights and making faces at
himself in the mirror in his 48-square-foot Quantico cell.

Military doctors said the behavior showed Manning's fragile mental state and bolstered
their argument that he should remain under "prevention of injury" status, which
included visual checks by guards every five minutes.

A psychiatrist who evaluated Manning each week beginning in January 2011, however,
testified that officials at Quantico ignored his recommendations that Manning wasn't a
suicide risk.

"It was my opinion that he had little or no clinical risk of self-harm," said Col. Ricky
Malone, a forensic psychiatrist based at Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington.

Asked by his lawyer, David Coombs, to explain his actions, Manning said it was the
result of "sheer out-of-my-mind boredom."

"It was pretty draining. It was tiring," Manning said about his imprisonment at Quantico.
"I spent a lot of time looking for things to stay active and keep my mind from going back
to a state similar to [custody in] Kuwait. I tried to feel as much as [possible] like I wasn't
trapped in a cell or a cage."

In April 2011, Manning was moved from Quantico to Ft. Leavenworth, Kan., where he
was reevaluated and designated a medium-security detainee. Lt. Col. Dawn Hilton, then
the commander of the Kansas correctional facility, testified by phone that Manning was
a "typical" detainee who "followed the rules" and "did what he was told."

At one point during his testimony, Coombs asked Manning to step off the witness stand,
remove his jacket and put on a "suicide smock" — the tear-resistant garment in which he
was required to sleep while on suicide watch for two weeks after his arrival at Quantico.
One night, Manning recalled, his arms got stuck and he had to call one of the guards —
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who were posted directly outside his cell around the clock — to free him from the
garment.

Other times, guards would wake him up in the middle of the night if they couldn't see his
face. He had no sheets or blankets, he said. If he wanted soap or toilet paper, he had to
stand and ask for it.

Coombs asked Manning whether he recalled one episode cited by the brig's
commanders: that one night, while sleepwalking, Manning licked the metal bars of his
cell. Manning said he didn't remember that.
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