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Oz Gov Unable to Assist the People but Easily able to Serve elite Plutocrats
by justin Monday, Feb 29 2016, 10:59pm

international / prose / post
Media concentration regulations dispensed with!

Well, there you have it, Rupert Murdoch couldn’t be happier, he failed to dismantle the
Oz ABC, his largest competitor, via Abbott, but succeeded in eradicating fair media
ownership laws. The two out of three rule is gone, the Oz media is now less competitive
than its ever been so prepare for the one Orwellian voice, similar to the US
media/propaganda apparatus. This is the end of choice and any semblance to a
dissenting voice or real reporting as the news will now be more packaged than it’s ever
been -- of course dictating ‘reality’ to the mindless masses and spineless Oz journalists,
which overwhelmingly do not support such laws, as it’s either report ‘this’ or find
another job, the truth has no place in the privately owned corporate mass media.

CFR member, Rupert Murd, happy as a pig in shit

But that is not the entire tragic story, consider the inability of governments to arrive at any
constructive policies, there’s so much crap “on the table,” it’'s a wonder its legs haven’t broken but
as all Aussies are aware there’s no relief in sight for the masses only tax concessions for elite
corporates that pay the least in relative tax and dictate terms to the lackeys they place in office, et
tu, Malcolm? Not only is that outrage completely un-fair go-Australian, its downright cruel and
callous as Oz, once a world leader in social policy, descends into the dog-eat-dog, grossly unfair,
elite-skewed USA cultural mindset.

Media report follows:
Government confirms media reforms including abolition of reach rule and two-

thirds rule
by Nic Christensen

The Coalition Government has today confirmed it will move to abolish both the ‘reach’
rule and ‘two out of three’ ownership rule, but has announced “new and higher” local
content protections.

In a press conference this afternoon, Communications Minister Mitch Fifield confirmed
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that he would be presenting to parliament a media reform package tomorrow that will
likely pave the way for a wave of media mergers and acquisitions.

While the abolition of the ‘reach rule and ‘two out of three rule’ had been expected;
however, the new local content rules come after pressure from National and rural
Liberal MPs who were concerned the impact of the reforms on regional stations.

Fifield has signalled that the government will also seek to have the laws passed before
the upcoming Federal election, telling journalists: “I am aiming to have this legislation
passed before the parliament before the election. Absolutely.”

The government has been under sustained pressure over much of past year to pursue
media reform, particularly from regional broadcast players such as Prime, Win and
Southern Cross Austereo who are eager for the laws to change to allow them to merge
with their metropolitan affiliates.

While the abolition of the ‘reach’ rule is relatively uncontroversial the abolition of the
‘two out of three rule’ will likely be more hotly contested, with Labor unclear about
whether it will support the change.

Asked today if he would be willing to split the package to ensure passage of the reach
rule, Fifield indicated the Coalition would pursue the changes as a package.

“We will be introducing this package into parliament tomorrow,” Fifield said, “... and as
a government we self-refer the whole package to the Senate Communications and
Environment committee. It is important that it is looked at as a whole package and it is
my intention to secure passage as a whole package.”

Under the new laws the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) will
retain its powers to scrutinise mergers and acquisitions.

On local content protections, currently the Government uses a points system to ensure
that larger regional communities have access to local content.

These laws currently govern regional Queensland, northern and southern New South
Wales, regional Victoria and Tasmania where broadcasters must produce at least 720
points of local content per six-week period with each minute worth one point - two
points if it is local news.

The new changes will increase the required amount of local content points to 900
following a ‘trigger event’, or a change in control of a regional commercial television
licence, which results in it being part of a group in which the population under a
combined licence area exceeds 75% of the Australian population.

Fifield also signalled that the government had been won over by a campaign for cuts to
the licence fees of TV and radio operators but that this would be handled in the budget.

“In relation to licence fees we have indicated that free-to-air TV and commercial radio
licence fees will be looked at in the context of the budget,” he said.

“We have recognised the arguments of the free-to-airs and commercial radio that these
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licence fees were established when TV and radio essentially had a monopoly... the
second reading speech used words to the effect of, ‘this is a super-profits tax’.

“Obviously the environment has changed dramatically.”
The move has been welcomed by some media players.

Ten Network chief executive, Paul Anderson, said in a statement: “Removing these
archaic media laws is an important first step in dismantling a set of rules that are
making Australian media companies less competitive in a global, converged media
market.

“Ten Network is now competing directly for viewers and advertisers against large,
global internet companies that are exempt from local media regulation, don’t pay
television licence fees and pay minimal corporate tax despite taking billions in
advertising revenue in this market; and, in some cases, don’t have a single local
employee.
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Follow link below for media distribution maps:

PM Malcolm Turnbull, proven lackey of the corporate elite

http://mumbrella.com.au/government-confirms-media-reforms-abolition-of-reach-and-two-thirds-rules

-350094
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