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Canberra’s sickening Obsequiousness to Washington Unnecessarily risks
Lives and Relations
by james Wednesday, Dec 16 2015, 9:19am
international / prose / post

It is often joked among political analysts and commentators that newly elected
Australian governments are issued with knee-pads in order to prevent injury to their
knees when dealing with Washington.

Washington has ordered its ‘colonial’ government in Australia to confront China in the South China
Sea over disputed maritime rights, as it doesn’t possess the stomach to do its own dirty work, as is
evidenced by its constant use of proxy fighters in the Middle East. Oz politicians have been ordered
by the law flouting, mass murdering (fact) US administration to confront China in its own backyard.
The excuse is that the US wishes to enforce “freedom of navigation” in the South China Sea, and
what a thoroughly pathetic EXCUSE it is, as it is plain that these shipping trade routes are critical to
China’s economy and national interests and it is to be expected that China would take measures to
secure these shipping lanes.

However, the US has an agenda to “contain” China and has publicly announced what it
euphemistically calls its “pivot to Asia” and Oz is critical to that offensive strategy and has unwisely
allowed the US to utilise all its major ports as conveniences for US warships, which include nuclear
powered surface and submarine vessels. Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton inspected ports
and military aircraft facilities in all our capital coastal cities, and reported back to her masters in
Washington that Australia is a nation of American convenience to the point of allowing itself to
become a PRIMARY nuclear target in the event of a US provoked war with China – great leadership,
Canberra!

The latest Canberra idiocy is ordering a RAAF military surveillance aircraft into China’s disputed
territory in the South China Sea, an exercise completely devoid of logic and reason, the action is
clearly counter to Australia’s security, trade and economic interests.

Of course and to be expected China reacted swiftly to this undisguised military surveillance aircraft
intrusion and issued a thinly veiled warning to the idiots in Canberra, to essentially mind their own
business and be cognisant of Australia’s best interests, which are not served by supporting a nation
that continually flouts international law and convention and pursues a perpetual war doctrine.

Australia need not take sides with anyone, as it geographically occupies one of the world’s most
strategic regions in the South Pacific. Any student of political science and political history/theory
would inform the dunderheads in Canberra that neutrality would best serve Australia’s security and
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economic interests. Australia could act as a mediator and centre/hub for trade, financial matters and
regional development but that is far too big an ask for the spineless, pea-brained narcissists that
populate parliament house, local politicians of all stripes prefer to remain political infants in a global
world of adults, much to the nation’s great loss, shame and cost.

Australia’s unexploited, by local politicians, geostrategic position allows it to benefit hugely as an
intermediary between East and West in all manner of engagements. If Canberra does not wake up
soon then new visionary representative REAL Statesmen may soon sweep colonial minded lackeys
out the door, be advised Canberra.

Report from the ABC follows:

'It would be shame if a plane fell from the sky:' China's warning to RAAF over
South China Sea flights
by Matthew Doran and Bill Birtles

A Chinese state-owned newspaper has issued a strongly worded warning to Australia
about a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) surveillance plane carrying out "freedom of
navigation" exercises over the South China Sea.

The editorial in the Chinese language edition of The Global Times appears to warn
Australia its planes could be shot down if such operations continue.

On Tuesday, the BBC broadcast audio of an Australian pilot alerting the Chinese Navy of
its flight over the disputed Spratly Islands.

"China Navy, China Navy," the voice said.

"We are an Australian aircraft exercising international freedom of navigation rights, in
international airspace in accordance with the international civil aviation convention, and
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.”

The BBC said it recorded the message from a RAAF AP-3C Orion surveillance aircraft in
the early afternoon on November 25.

According to the BBC, the message was repeated several times by the RAAF pilot, but no
response was heard from the Chinese.

The Global Times editorial, which was toned down in the English language version of the
newspaper, said: "Australia should not count on being welcomed or accepted" when it is
in air space around the disputed territories.

"The Chinese people cannot understand why the Australian military would get involved,
and to be honest, they have less patience to prevent a flare up," the newspaper said.

"Australian military planes better not regularly come to the South China Sea to 'get
involved' , and especially don't test China's patience by flying close to China's islands.

"Everyone has always been careful, but it would be a shame if one day a plane fell from
the sky and it happened to be Australian."
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'Freedom of navigation in South China Sea out of question'

The newspaper goes further to say China and Australia are "friendly nations" and should
have a "friendly relationship," suggesting diplomacy between the two nations could sour
if Australia continues the flights.

"It's impossible to set up a military alliance against China in the South China Sea," the
newspaper said.

"China has not violated the core interests of those countries, they come to the South
China Sea to 'play cards', for other strategic goals, and they're not really there to oppose
China."

On Tuesday, the Chinese Foreign Ministry voiced a more muted concern over the flight.

"The Chinese side has made its solemn position clear on many occasions," spokesman
Hong Lei said.

"I'd like to reiterate that the freedom of navigation in the South China Sea is out of the
question.

"Countries outside the region should respect other countries' sovereignty instead of
creating trouble."

'It's what we do, it's called Operation Gateway': Payne

But Defence Minister Marise Payne said China should not be surprised about the flights.

"It's actually not an assertion of freedom of navigation, it's what we do, it's called
Operation Gateway and it's been underway since 1980," Senator Payne said.

"Perhaps the approach that the media take of a shock, horror revelation is one for them
to take, not me."

Senator Payne argued such an operation was unlikely to provoke anger from the Chinese
Government.

"I don't think the Chinese are at all surprised to know that Australia supports freedom of
navigation, freedom of flight in accordance with the international law of the sea,"
Senator Payne said.

The Department of Defence in Canberra confirmed the flight took place between
November 25 and December 4.

"A Royal Australian Air Force AP-3C Orion was conducting a routine maritime patrol in
the region as part of Operation Gateway from November 25 to December 4," it said.

"Under Operation Gateway, the Australian Defence Force conducts routine maritime
surveillance patrols in the North Indian Ocean and South China Sea as a part of
Australia's enduring contribution to the preservation of regional security and stability in
South East Asia."
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China claims most of the South China Sea — where more than $5 trillion of world trade
passes through each year — in the face of rival claims from Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei,
Philippines and Taiwan.
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