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America: Freedom is Slavery and Defeat is Victory
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On the wall of George Orwell's Ministry of Truth from his novel 1984 there were three
slogans:

WAR IS PEACE
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY
IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

It occurred to me that these apply just a little bit too well to the way the Washington, DC
establishment operates.

War certainly is peace: just look at how peaceful Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya, Syria and the
Ukraine have become thanks to their peacemaking efforts. The only departures from absolute
peacefulness which might be taking place there have to do with the fact that there are some people
still alive there. This should resolve itself on its own, especially in the Ukraine, where the people
now face the prospect of surviving a cold winter without heat or electricity.

Freedom is indeed slavery: to enjoy their “freedom,” Americans spend most of their lives working off
debt, be it a mortgage, medical debt incurred due to an illness, or student loans. Alternatively, they
can also enjoy it by rotting in jail. They also work longer hours with less time off and worse benefits
than in any other developed country, and their wages haven't increased in two generations.

And what keeps it all happening is the fact that ignorance is indeed strength; if it wasn't for the
Americans' overwhelming, willful ignorance of both their own affairs and the world at large, they
would have rebelled by now, and the whole house of cards would have come tumbling down.

But there is a fourth slogan they need to add to the wall of Washington's Ministry of Truth. It is this:

DEFEAT IS VICTORY

The preposterous nature of the first three slogans can be finessed away in various ways. It's
awkward to claim that American involvements in Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya, Syria or the
Ukraine have produced “peace,” exactly, but various lying officials and assorted national tele-tubbies
still find it possible to claim that they somehow averted worse (totally made-up) dangers like
Iraqi/Syrian “weapons of mass destruction.” What they have produced is endless war financed by
runaway debt which is leading to economic ruin. But ignorance helps a lot here.

Likewise, it is possible, though a bit awkward, to claim that slavery is freedom—because, you see,
once you have discharged your duties as a slave you can go home and read whatever crazy nonsense
you want on some conservative blog or other.

This is of course silly; you can stuff your head with whatever “knowledge” you like, but if you try
acting on it you will quickly discover that you aren't allowed to. “Back in line, slave!” You can also
take the opposite tack and claim that freedom is for layabouts while we the productive people have
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to rush from one scheduled activity to another, and herd our children around in the same manner,
avoiding “unstructured time” like a plague, and that this is not at all like slavery. Not at all. Not even
close. Nobody tells me what to do! (Looks down at smartphone).

With ignorance, you don't even have to make the case: ignorant people are some of the most
knowledgeable people on earth—according to them.

But it is very hard to claim that defeat is victory, and herein lies a great challenge for the
Washington, DC establishment. When they are victorious, your leaders get to have their way with
the world; when they are defeated, the world has its way with them. This is something that is hard to
hide: your leaders say what it is they want to do; and then they either succeed or fail. When they fail,
they still try to call it a success, but if you look at their original statements of purpose, and then the
results, and the two don't match at all, then it looks just a bit like a defeat-ish sort of thingy no
matter how they writhe and squirm and twist. This is a good thing, because with all the propaganda
the Ministry of Truth puts out, it is hard for the average person to ascertain the nature of the “facts
on the ground.” But when it comes to victory vs. defeat, you can usually take it straight from the
horse's rectum.
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