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iiNet joins other internet giants to battle TPP
by Allie Coyne via sal - itNews Thursday, Jul 10 2014, 1:12am
international / prose / post

Internet Freedom is at stake, no less -- support the ISPs in their fight for a Free Internet

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is CORPORATE RULE by stealth -- it allows
corporations to overrule the decisions of democratically elected sovereign governments -
- that means Sovereignty and the Will of the People are forfeited to the private sector,
which is currently implementing on a global scale, draconian social policies
(enslavement) and massive oppression of the global masses. Research the matter and be
shocked that any representative government would even contemplate selling democracy
down the drain and joining the vile TPP -- but as we are too well aware Mr Tony
'plutocrat serving' Abbott, corruption in western governments is rife today.
Nevertheless, LAWS covering corruption and treason are always available to deal with
these matters and treacherous unrepresentative leaders.

The TPP is not just another acronym it represents a real and present danger to all democracies
especially to freedom of speech and the free flow of data/information in the world today; make no
mistake, evil minority ruling elites know the power that knowledge possess that is why they are
attacking all forms of data access and have been attempting to censor the Internet for years. This is
a constant battle and constant vigilance is required in order to maintain access to important data
and published information.

Story from itNews follows:

iiNet joins web giants to condemn secret TPP talks

Australian internet service provider iiNet has joined a list of 100 global businesses,
including some of the world’s largest web companies, to condemn provisions proposed in
the secretive trans-pacific partnership (TPP) they say will significantly constrain
legitimate online activity and innovation.

The controversial free trade agreement, which involves 12 Asia-Pacific nations including
Australia and the US, has been negotiated in secret since its inception.

Leaked documents have caused anger among digital rights activists and online service
providers due to the reported inclusion of intellectual property provisions - including the

http://www.itnews.com.au/News/292486,ict-groups-take-aim-at-trans-pacific-partnership.aspx


2

US’ push for criminal penalties for illegal downloads - they claim will force internet
service providers to monitor and police their users’ online actions.

A coalition of more than 100 web companies and digital rights groups this week penned
an open letter to the trade ministers and legislators negotiating the deal, raising
concerns that online service providers would be forced to act as “internet cops” if the
copyright proposals are enacted.

The result could mean smaller providers being put out of business, as well as higher
costs for customers, the group argued.

Australian ISP iiNet joined the likes of online forum Reddit, blog BoingBoing, and image
hosting service Imgur, along with global software entity ThoughtWorks and local lobby
groups the Australian Privacy Foundation (APF) and the Australian Digital Alliance
(ADA), to protest against the ‘tough new burdens’ the TPP threatens to impose.

The letter will be handed to TPP arbitrators today during negotiation talks in Ottawa,
Canada.

It urges those drafting the TPP to reconsider the inclusion of user disconnection and
website take-down and blocking provisions.

“Irresponsible rights holders can burden intermediaries with many thousands of
automated take down requests every day, using systems that operate with little or no
human oversight. These systems rely on a 'take down first and ask questions later'
approach to pages and content alleged to breach copyright.

“Burdening these service providers with these new liabilities could also add new costs
that may be passed onto Internet users. These automated systems have also led to many
forms of legitimate speech being taken down, even when they are protected under fair
use.”

The group instead proposed two alternate models to “better protect the joint interests of
tech services and users” - a “notice and notice system” which removes the need to block
access to content; or a judicial notice and take down system, in which a formal
application would have to be made to determine whether alleged infringing content is in
fact unlawful.

“We hope the final language provides proper flexibility for nations to establish these
kinds of take down systems, as they continue to reevaluate and reform their legal
frameworks in response to new technological realities.”

iiNet has been a vocal opponent to changes to copyright legislation which would put the
onus on ISPs to clamp down on illegal downloads, such as those being currently
considered by the Australian Government.

Attorney-General George Brandis has previously signalled an interest in forcing ISPs to
co-operate in a three-strikes graduated response system when a user is accused of
pirating copyright-protected material - a scheme which has been unsuccessful in a
number of countries throughout the world.

https://openmedia.ca/sites/openmedia.ca/files/TPPISPLiabilityLetter.pdf
http://www.itnews.com.au/News/387813,iinet-urges-consumers-to-lobby-govt-on-piracy-changes.aspx
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See:
http://www.commondreams.org/headline/2014/07/10-4

http://cleaves.zapto.org/news/story-3312.html

http://cleaves.zapto.org/news/story-3332.html

http://www.itnews.com.au/News/389502,iinet-joins-web-giants-to-condemn-secret-tpp-talks.aspx
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